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WHY DONT ADULT EDUCATORS ... ? 


With an introduction 


By EARNEST BRANDENBURG 


What opportunities for help to the needy and “deserving ire 
] 
le 


we ove! oking? Are t] ‘ particular I 1] iges il d It educ ition 
today which We sh ild not continue te wWnoresr 
What answers would come to these questions from a group ot 
lay peopl not primar ly concerned with adult education, but all 
having proved the: selves as usually effective purvevors recipients 
ind exponents of education tor adults? 
Suppose some 200 pe ype representing i different agencies 
nd ippl ches t t edu ition were t wet to ether \]| 
le els ot ed t I ) VI tate VC rk ! universities thi ugh 
¢ Cll iv coll Ves ( il ools ill 1 ( ! hi lin the teach 


ing of reading ind writit y { the illiterate were to be prese rit 
Community agencies, re 


were to he re pres¢ nted Wh t Velie ral challen res tor the se citizen 


Ss groups, am volunteer orgar 


u S 
bound together prit nd perhaps only) by their allegiance 
to that imbiguous CXDressiol idult education” would be of inter 


est and hel to the 

Such questions have been answered! On March 21. 1958. at 
t the Missouri 
\ssociation, five persons trom widely 
i spoke to the subject, 
Why Dont Adult Educators P As | sat in the 
listening to Elmer A. Mueller, director of Adult Education for 
the State of Minnesota. introduce each of the speakers and then 


the final session in Omaha of the annual conference « 
\ lle \ Adult Educ it 


é‘ 
varied backgrounds 


aL rspective S. Cac 


auclic nce 


| 
listening to. the presentations which followed, I was convinced 
that here were me ssages much too significant not to receive a 


er audience 
ug 1] 


At least two of the ten-minute talks were delivered from brief 
notes, and all, of course, were pre pared for oral rather than written 
presentation, but readers will not miss th vitality and impact of 
the original statements, which were highly stimulating and helptul 


to the immediate audience.—Earnest BRANDENBURG 


Some pertinent and penetrating 
questions from widely varied 


backgrounds and perspectives 


QUESTIONS FROM A GREAT 
BOOKS ADVOCATE, WHO IS A 
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL INSURANCE 


th 
SALESMAN AND ALSO AN ARTIC- te « 
ULATE ADULT WHO HAS AC- is AA 
TIVELY ESPOUSED AND PRACTICED P: oe 
BOTH LIBERAL AND PRACTICAL Ps cat 
ADULT EDUCATION ACTIVITIES if ies 
the peepholes to personality and ‘ 
concentrate on pushing open thre 
nassive doors whicl re bl cking 
the sunlight of inquiry trom thi . 
house of human development? ig i : 
Why dont they push first on th 7 P 
door to the living room—a room Z 
iamed “Curiosity tw 
Native childhood curiosits the 
child's frank open questioning t 
gets battered, bufteted squelched it 
and repressed trom early child of 
hood The habit subsides Ques 6: , 
tions are answered, if at all, with me fut 
much untruth, evasion, half truth da 
ind myth The ippetite Wales be 
Generalities platitudes prejudices ha 
al 
ee \\ 
I NEST BRANDENI D ly er; 
ty ¢ Wa ton Univer acal 
St. Louis, ser re ent 
Missouri Valley Adult Educat = 
\ tion, 1957-58. So many prot to 
nd important issues were raised re 
peakers at the annual conventi 
last March that Dr. Brandenburg sul 


mitted these 
ERSHIP 


papers to ADULT LEAD 


Adult Leadership 
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JAMES E. AMICK 


Great Books Program, Kansas City, Mo. 


SYDNEY LAWRENCE 


Director, Community Relations Bureau, Kansas City 


MRS. HOMER P. SMITH 


Omaha League of Women Voters 


WILFORD PAYNE 


Professor of Philosophy, University of Omaha 


MILDRED KINGSLEY WELLMAN 


District Home Economics Supervisor, lowa State College 


LOSE LN 


thousand shadows from a 


] 


1 orthodoxies darkening thi 


but the verv measure of their great- 
the extent of their 

thei past —thei 
future As Albert Schweit- 
hod no other 
excluded bv test awal mankind than that 
ind supersti le and 
cally obsolete in the Athens of spiritual dispositior prepares 

centuries ag If vou doubt that tor itself 


reason 2 ided check it For Phe St rooms must sugg 


l 
which i luded hin know three recent ( ! 1 adult educators. in 1958. at 


Must groups of m rea two by eminent philoso beginning of the exploration 


example St how many ad I specific areas. In. short. 
y 


between “Big Brother” o1 phers Lamont and Russell. an of outer space, start a profound 
hand and the buffeting « s f: one bv a world famed biologist ‘ \plorati mn of inn a in those 
ind circumstances on. thi tT Huxley { thousand to one. the Vast area ) n and spirit 
Will madness between groups three’ wont be known to vou which are peculiarly and signifi- 
erase 2,500.000,000 persons, and all cantly human? 
other life. from earth? Do men , Birds can weave baskets, bea- 
care enough about the fate of man wi bs se | fe = 9 vers can carve wood, prairie dogs 
to take constructive action i ie. r F i aoe ala can model clay; and Pm glad men 
recting his tate? Limon lis fumanism as do these things too. Im happy 
Also, whv don't they develop MLOSOPry ew I : shi tor wholesome hobbies. for beau 


os 


the “Socio-Economic. room? Men rr ; tiful arts, for our gadgets. and for 


fairly crv tor a society instead of Sa ME acces Wiel a ee cs exploding advances in the physical 
a lonely crowd: tor a societv. as 1957 sciences. But comparatively speak- 


October, 1958 
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y oul social scrences may Tow 
well be in their pre-Galileo period 
{ development. And our present 
oy mav be comparable to 
before the 
While the 
move into the 
urth state tf ma r. the plasmic 
st common but unknown until 
ently, the human 


' 


( Status of medicine 
coverv. of bacteria 


vsical SCICTICES 


proble ms are 


THE DIRECTOR OF THE COMMU- 
NITY RELATIONS BUREAU—AN AF- 
FILIATE OF THE JEWISH FEDERA- 
TION AND COUNCIL OF GREATER 
KANSAS CITY—ASKS, ‘WHY DON’T 
ADULT EDUCATORS HELP US TO 


MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO 
SELF?’ 


i mo- 
ment . ich that mv Insp) 
ration for this afternoon's talk has 
come trom a superbly inti-social 
book Osborn 
will recall tha 
Osborn gave 
who had 


if powe I 


high pressure d executives 
from t 
structure for a two-week tranquil- 


} 
been torn away | 


izer-adult - education -shot-in-the 
arm in’ Aspen Colorado, with the 
goal, | suppose, to learn how to 
avoid ulcers and to be more effi 
cient in thei leadership roles 
Osborn tells us what 
ful world there 


create if we 


a Wor ler 
is to explore and 
would only get off 
that concern binge and let ow 
selves luxuriate and roam around 
free-like in the never 
of leisure 
With tongue in cheek and 
id. he tells all who are 


magic and tantastically 


hnevel land 


horses on the organization 
go-round that. the 
against getting the golden ri 
and that evel he who succeeds 
1 by 


i \ 


| how 


adult ication col 
meg bor dom 
t , 


ion, and 


sometimes 


virtues of adult educ 


i response to the chan 


‘ 


ge which 
uf of a puritanic tradition 
is meaningful and moral 


| | 


| 
ful and produc 


nit is usel 
social and materialistic 
which is 
productive in that sense has poten 
tial tor evil? The devil finds work 
] 


tds 


sense? That leisure 


How about it 
adult « 


! 
lucator. how 


“4 
stuff about citizen responsibility 


g along with people, working 
ith committees? The continued 
education that makes me concerned 
about mv city’s school svstem, the 
probl ms ot juveniles Wy role as 
world attairs a&re HN 
affairs? And in order to fight Com 
munism, | ought to learn about the 


marriage 


a pare nt 


rituals of mv Jewish 
neighbors during brotherhood week 
ind the pot latch system of econ- 
omy of a dying Northwest Indian 
culture in a course called Races 
of Mankind. 

Is this proper leisure time acti 
itv or am I being conned out of 
leisure and being turned into a 
more productive citizen? At this 
point if I were asked, “Why don't 


adult educators Osborn and 
| might complete the sentence with 
leave us alone 

For this business of leisure in 
trigues me, and the more I think 
of it the more it seems to be con- 
cerned, not with getting along with 
other people but in getting along 
with myself. When we sav good 
by to childhood and the vears of 


idulthood settle Upon us, We see 
to be 


1 
} 
Wicre ising ly LlOrie Wi are 


! 
increasing ied upon to make 
decisions which li | ali make 


Cae tting 


preparation for 


pe rh tps 


preparation tr LOes 1 con 


tinue to pay divi 


OTOow 


the above 
we called public school, tl 


ne mens job was to adjust us to 


( 


the anthropols gical patte ros of our 
culture: we were taught how to 
iccept and react properly to the 
scheme of things. This is essential] 
for the stabilitv o ciety and fon 
bodies and 


the security of ou 
souls 

We were taught how to accept 
the virtues of our heroes and the 
greatness of ou land We WCTE 
taught to adjust to the conflicting 
notions that, while evervbody in 
the United States can 


President. the odds are 


become 
pretty much 
iwainst you even if you are bril 
white and Protestant 
odds it 
you are Negro ol Jewish or mavbe 
Catholic. 


We were taught to adjust to the 


liant. male 
and there just aint no 


Adult Leadership 
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notion that everv war the United 
States engaged ji iS a virtuous 
war, that mothers are saints, and 
that it is all right to put flowers on 
though the dead 
them. but 
peopl Ss who foolishly pu food on 


know the dead 


Are superstitious and 


Vraves cannot 


smell or see foreign 


vraves when the 


ness of 


truth 


work pe rfectly o1 


ntirely. We 


SCC 


irv. fon 
others 
Hict be 
re lity 
metimes 
id CO 
deeper 
i 
1d SO rety 
The responsibility which we may 
ive t 


to society ¢ separated 


m the responsi ty to self 


Erich Fromm, in his book The Art 
of Loving | 

until it was discovered that it was 
How to Do 
makes an interesting 
Ol the 


which had a sales spurt 


not one of a It SeTIeS 
commentary 
biblic: admonition — re 
peat in all » great religious 
cultures “Love neighbor as 
Thyself 

Fromm savs that this means that 
before vou can idequate lv love 
vour neighbor vou must | 
selt And love 1h 
fo. weaknesses as well iS adula 
tion for strengths. Love 


with it a sense of cooperation to 


we Vvour- 
ins Compassion 
Carries 
overcome faults and achieve suc- 
CeSS It means a recognition. of 
interdependence in personal as well 
as social development 


\ recognition of dep ndence on 


October, 1958 


others is as much a mark of self- 


lowe not selfishness and selt- 


preservation as a necessity tor 


social growth. Only when we love 


ourselves and accept ourselves as 


we are. can we plan to Improve 


I 
cl 
‘ 


ourselves overcome our short- 


all 
comings, and only then can we 
truly love and accept oul neigh 
bors who are tlso lmpertect and 


require help 


} 
! thre needa 


S as OUTS lye S he 


rmperat 


iT) psychological distortions which 
stem from behavior based on 
Distrust vour neighbor as vou 
distrust vourself.” The proper 
derstanding t-acceptance und 
lf trust is \ ict the probler iS 
a truittul adult lite 
} 


nd VIsIOnS 
growing into old age. is the chal 
lenge for the adult educator 


The creative spinit evaluates sta 


( 


tistics as i measure I ce a 
past \ he n-a group ot SOC iolog 
attempted 

I 


On studi S arn 


recently met and 
torecast the future 
statistics previously collected, one 
of the oldest among them who dis- 
main trend of 
thought got and said, “Gentle 


men, you are presenting a picture 


agreed with the 


of conformity and homogeneity 


which I abhor. Despite vour sta 
tistics, | and those who believe as 
1 do will continue to fight and plan 
for a world of freedom. variets 
and creative discovery of new and 
unknown truths. I am 73. vears 
old. The statistics of the actuaries 
vive me a limited number of vears 
I assure vou that mv own 
life will not be determined by the 


actuarial tables—the historians may 


to live 


have something to sav about my 


continued efforts to upset the 


statistics.” 


We h ive 


something to learn in 


idult education from the stand of 


this venerable His position *- 
story of the 
three men who were on a boat and 
were told that it would sink in 
the next half hour. and for that 
time they whatever 
they wished. One asked tor ob- 
jects to satisfv his sensual desires 
ind touch of 
literature and_= art 


minded me of the 


could have 


-drink, food, music 
fine textures 
In adult education terms he en 
rolled in the Great Books and the 
Fund for Adult Education courses 
The second 
conte mplation and prepal ition for 
death. In adult education terms 
he withdrew into a closed 
culture 
The third loved life more 
than death and who loved himself 
ind his neighbors asked—“Is thers 
invone here who can teach us how 
ve under water?” I suppose 

we Can Say that he Was 11tTere sted 
li basic Issues 

Whether our concern is with the 
iS1¢ issues of democrac coMm- 
munication and personal d 


the atomic—on« 


evelop- 
-world 
or with program emphases 
which stem from the limited goals 
ol speci idult education agencies 
-the need for self-evaluation with- 
mit self-threat. and selt-acce ptance 
without limita- 
tions, 1s a prerequisite for cooper- 
] 


ana 


blindness to our 


growth—in the individ- 


and in the group 


> i 


—SypDNEY LAWRENCI 


A MEMBER OF THE OMAHA 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
IDENTIFIES “THE MAJOR CON- 
CERN IN THE UNITED STATES” AS 
ADULT EDUCATION—'’THE NEED 
FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK... WHY 
DON’T ADULT EDUCATORS OFFER 
CLASSES AND COURSES THAT 
COST MORE IN TIME AND BRAIN- 
WORK?” 


A S A LAYMAN I find it difficult to 
speak to professional people about 
adult education. For the most part 
we are only participants in the pro- 
grams vou plan and direct \s 
lavman | do not want to sav. “Why 
Dont Adult Edueators . ae 
will only sav. “IT wish adult educa- 
tors would 
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Ive been thinking tor 
bout the one point | want to make 
Lay Yesterday 


vnote speec h. Howard 


yvears 


morning in his 
Johnson 
The major con 
States is adult 


pe oph 


gan by saving 


ication need tor 


o think!” 


adult 
parate the 
med tor that purposs 
that really educate. that make peo- 
ple think, from the general run of 
courses that develop skills, cratts 


| 


i wish would 


courses that are de- 


educators 


COUTFSCS 


hobbies and vocations 


Right here | 
do not mean to d a om voca 
tional « They 
are wond taken many 
and have enjoved and learned fron 


ad new 


hat class ! t | revious 
here she met me Womeh Wwearng 
hats the hac le umned make in 
such classes almost 


ny Course Vel t Or the 
ibility. to tvpe 
No, this is 1 
tional 
on easy courses in literature 
history, art 
adults 
YO home 
The 


want set 


COUTSES l TO! 


ligion, 


whe re 


COUTSECS or 
apart are 
| | 

involve the student 
activitv—that make 
courses that require 

and especially preparation 
want 


them to carrv extra 


extra recognition and pres 
more adults could 
couraged to take 


I believe this extra « mph iSIS \ 


S1i¢ h COLUTSE 


go a long wav in combattin 
anti-intellectualism that has 
dered us so in recent 

How would you go about this? 
I dont know 
me, “What we 
stamps? — No, no vreen 


triend: asked 
stamps 

but extra value—extra recognition 
for extra work and for mental ef- 


tort 
In Great Books discuss 


Our whole plan IS based on each 


1On groups 


participant reading the selection in 
advance, then meeting together to 


discuss what the author said, what 


he meant. and what value it has 
tor us today. Believe me. when vou 
are asked, in such a group, “What 
] 


o you think? you begin ponder 


ing what vou actually think and 


W hv 


But it isnt of Great Books that 


| am speaking now. It is rather in 


PT A's 


womens groups, and church groups 


the many organizations 


time to educa 
] 


this adde d re 


which devote 

tion, that I |} ve 
for preparation and partic 
might bear truit 


some 


The one group I will mention is 


l represent on your pro 
im, the League of Women Vot- 


ters, the finest educational group 


I've been privileged to work in 
This organization of 126,000 women 
devoted to study and action in 


] 
lation and VOVETT 


Our greatest problem to get 


] 


the members to read their material 


betore they 


COT their ull 


lise tsslon 


materia 
is caretulls ittractively 
printed; it is excellent and valued 
ight 


pre pare dl 


ily by many interested peopl 


I 
I eague It 


it usually re 


groups outside the 


r two 
1 
her mate 
irri pr par ad 
1 
would 


to discu ISSLLICS. We et 


many times as much value from ou 
limited tine 


ige just dont do 


But a large percent 
unless the Tt 
so the lead 
ers must take time to 


resume of the 


IS he avy pressure 
present 

material, and the 
group then has less time for the 
even more valuable shared discus 


SION 


Why is this true Because as was 
said of women's gr ups vesterday 
members expect the prograrh to be 
given to them without work on 

The spe aker said then 
have to 


their part 
that we 
organizations through programs 
but in the League of Women Vot- 
ers we know it is through their own 
participation (through work, not 
sponging) that they really 


and re ally 


One thing adult educators could 
do that would help us greatly in 


reat h womens 


learn 


grow. 


our organizations would be to Vive 


courses in discussion techniques 


Our leaders feel this need all the 


time and wish tor an opportunity 
tor professional help. We try in 
the League to set up our own pro 
Yrams to help them all we can 
but vou could do it so much better 
and could help all organizations to 
have better “educational” programs 


through such leadership training 


[ do not know just how vou can 
change general attitudes, which to 
day permit people to belong to 
activities, and still contribute but 
very little, but | believe vou might 
do a lot. Don't make adult educa 
tion a Super-Market. If the great 
est need is tor people who think 
shop where vou 
courses that cost 

brainwork, but 
know they 

for their 


ment and are becoming 


where customers 


vetting extra value 


as a Ie sult 


\Ins. Hotes 


MORE NON-CREDIT COURSES FOR 
MATURE ADULTS, SAYS A PRO- 
FESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY, WHO 
FOR MANY YEARS HAS BEEN A 
POPULAR AND RESPECTED TEACH- 
ER OF EVENING STUDENTS. 


idult) education 
the institution 


bout what 
ought to ce 
( basic | hac 


rote of these Opinions in 
{ 


nMlOus 


irs because he was 

st voung professors 
1 that deans knew 

At the 


} 
celix ] a 


dinner | w 

short address on 
method and content of adult « 
cation, and of course | had te 
offered a course in 
to adults. the method 
of teaching and the content of the 
alike had to be different 


in the day 


that when one 


the evening 


COUTSE 


from what. sufficed 


S¢ hool 


I had at long. last discovered 
this elemental truth, because I had 


been teaching adults for a quarter 


of a century. and even a mediocre 


intellect can Jearn something in 
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Saw 


that time But this was what ou 
dean had been telling me for 25 
1 realized this while T was 
feet. and talking So 1 said 
said the dean had been right 
tire This was an honest 
SSIOT and al sobering exper 
although it struck the 

re mark tbly funny 


been 
iod of rapid development and 
courageous experiment in 


w dean has 


h had 


been tried bet and some others 


tried 


er} ent whic 


The t 


1 
I 


successtul 


proke S 
house these m ) Visit mn 


ind thre \ like j j ! The the books 
just bought and 


science to mili 
| ath unable to 
whether thev are edu- 
i me. or lam educating them 
Perhaps the best assumption — is 
that we a n the adult college 
together 
Yes. it took me 25 vears to dis- 
cover that the k an of adult 
education was rig 1 might as 
well skip the 25 vears at this time 
and decide at once that the present 
dean is right. This mav encourage 
older men to believe that the jud 


ments of mature men are quicker 


- 
~ 


than those of voung men. Accord- 
ingly, when asked “Why dont 


adult educators 2" T am con- 


October, 1958 


to reply Why don't they 
non-credit courses fo1 
mature adults? This is tanta 
mount to saving that We 
underestimating ou 


ence This IS Olle 


fession 


Witrorp Paynt 


A HOME ECONOMICS SUPERVISOR 
ASKS: WHY DON’T ADULT EDUCA- 
TORS DEVELOP PROGRAMS FOR 
THE AGING? 


interests, needs and problems 


| 


ing individual Iso, it Is 


, 
true that one never wm 

derstands fully the total comple city 
of another's life situations. as each 
one of us is the result of our ow) 
experiences. This makes for unique- 
ness in human personality, but also 
for much human misunderstanding 
So it is necessarv to be older one 
self. or to be in close contact with 
older persons to understand ade- 
quately the educational needs pe 
culiar to thei stage in hh 's evele 

One ot the achievements of mod- 
ern societv has been the lengthen 
ing of the lite span Much has been 
written about it. much glorv has 
been accorded to the scientific re 
search which has made it possible. 
However, it is one of our ironic 
tragedies that the older people teel 
isolated, neglected, bitter, resent 
ful. It is a rare individual that is 


capable of finding a way of life 
that brings any 1 ] sense of satis- 
faction and of personal fulfillment 


in his later vears 


Mav | pre tace the rest of my tulk 
by stating that many adult educa- 
tional agencies have deve loped 
significant programs in this area 
Thev range from the extension 
services of land grant colleges to 
research studies of county social 
igencies. to the spec ial classes and 
groups offered by public schools 
and private welfare groups, to 
great experimental projects of the 
Ford Foundation. There is in- 
creasing interest; another ten vears 
will show great change 


Here ire five basic reasons why 


idult educators dont aid the aging 


1. We adult educators are 
of our American society; hence we 
reflect its mores. its attitudes In 
our voung country we are not fal 
removed from the pioneering days 
where vouth was emphasized, ad- 
mired glorified and considered the 
most desired age. We have pointed 

u ation toward. children. 
vouth. voung adults. Obviously 
thev have the most vears to live 
to enjoy, to make returns to them- 
selves and societv. Educators have 
been consumed i aring Tor the 
ger folk; it an unnatural 


} 


change to focus 


deavors on the older tolks 


icational en- 


All pe ople tend to resist grow- 
ing older; no one wishes to age. 
We do not really like older people 
eXce pt our own relatives, and 
perhaps not all of them as thes 
become burdensome so Wwe tend 
to shv awav from considering them 
at all with the ll special needs 


3. Today's families are mobile. 
have smaller houses, tend toward 
one-generation, so are apt to reject 
the oldsters. Rejected individuals 
teel unwanted, insecure and so 
withdraw increasingly into con- 
fining, drab. lonely existences. 
There is some reverse in this trend 
now, as grandparents gain value 
as contributors in care and monies 
to the verv voung families. Per- 
haps this is an encouraging sign 

1. Times are changing so rapidly, 
older people are no longer revered 


for their wisdom. as in former 
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Several approaches fo programs intended 


to modify attitudes are discussed 


A PROGRANI tamily lite educa 


, 1 
tion needs several ingredients to 
be successful l support from 


community agency o1 
invest time and effort 
rather than treat 


ny uM ¢ isually 2 


S willing to 
the enterprise 
thorough pre 
planning 3) content 

that will reach the interests. needs 
ind understanding of the 
pants; and t) leaders] 


The first requirement that of 


serious attitude s mentioned ad 
visedly. There are known instances 
in which child guidance clinic 

family agencies. and ttlement 
houses—to mention just a tew 

have oftered p! OT] 1S I ily 
lite education — re s other 


] 


] 
pe Opte adevelop and mamta 


tionally healthy iInter-| rela 
tionships These agencies had, in 
a SCTISE i hidden agenda 

There are, of course, many ager 
cies that inaugurate programs in 


family life 


different wav. 


education in avery 
Their attitude is 
not necessarily Ole ot cert nty 
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re qu 0 ] 
start uct 
im fan / ] 
most fre jue ntly asked yuest Vl 
Goller continu ire f fw hiat 
kind of progra) 1 thy 
training and qu f r ti 
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pe ple wh ret / ( ef 
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, , , 
that results will be successtul. since 
there is as vet no extensive re 


search on which to base this They 


have though, the empirical evi 
denc of others experiences Phen 


attitude is, however, that with 
which thev start anv new 
that the job should be done prop 
erly, with the same kind of atten 
tion to ] 


! 
I 
stating that goes imto any other 


} 


hnhnancing ale 


yanning 


Preventive Service 


Many agencies add tamilv. lit 
edi ation to their activities because 
thev have come to believe that. it 
a service is to be defined accu 
rately as “pre ventive it must have 
i new dimension—that of trving 
to avoid even the onset of crippling 
emotional disturbances. There are 
those who question the possibility 
ittitudes and be 
through educational ap- 
nent is. “Ht 


preventive 


of influencing 
havior 
proaches. Their argu 
vou dont start vou 
mental health programs with the 
infant. its too late And to work 
through the newborn's parents Is 
certainly 20 or more vears too late 
utter all. their attitudes are well 
crvstallized by this time.” 


There is no rebuttal to the argu 
ment that it is unlikely that a diffi- 
culty arising from deep inner con 
Hicts can be alleviated or cured 
ucational means. On the other 
hand, we have to assume that in 
day-to-day living most children and 
adults function effectively in many 
Important areas of their lives 
1. that they make use of the 
“education” provided by all kinds 


Without such faith 


ot expe rience 


pets “ae 2 ee 
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FAMILY Likk EDUCATION 


By GERTRUDE GOLLER 


Wwe must deny people s abilits to 
live productively and must) turn 
entire communities into social work 
and psychiatric treatment centers 

Programs in family lite are based 
on the assumption that educational 
methods are appropriate and effec 
tive for those areas of dailv living 
and inter-personal relations whicl 
ire controlled by healthy function 
ing of the ego. Thi 


these programs is that there are 


premise ot 
I 


situations for the growing voung 
person and the adult where prob 
lems are due to limited ¢ \ perience 
Ol knowled 


fiable attitudes which 


ge, or to readily modi 
intertere 
with pote ntially ack qu ite Tunction 
ne rather han to serious pel 
sonality. disturbance 

The content of prog! ims designed 
to meet needs of this kind is there 

re geared to the CV et rvday expe 
| 


riences and common concerns ot 
the participants It is ordinarily a 
combination of material related to 
current situations and to those still 
in the tuture needing anticipatory 


guidance 


Program Content 


For engaged couples these areas 
are likely to be: How will they sup- 
port themselves. and how budget 
their money? If parents are to con- 
tinue he Iping, what are the voung 
people's feelings about such con 
tinued depende nce? What are their 
expectations of each other as hus- 
band and wife respectively? What 
about all 


aspects of the intimate living situ 


are their antic ipations 


ations in marriage?’ 


\ppropriate content in an edu- 


cation group for newly married 


Adult Leadership 
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MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 
GO 10 SCHOOL IN RICHMOND 


By JOHN O. PERREAULT How a municipal training program 


conducted by the public schools 
became the “talk of the town” 


ciation. Justifiable prid mei could it not serve the governing or 


these yorts of efforts l iS managerial body of that commu- 


34 


municipal emploves morale and et- nit An idea was born at that 


ficiency through torma all moment, and the public school’s 


programs adult education division began 


Richmond was well is van doubling in brass” as a municipal 
f this movement. The cit training department 
or govern 
in force for about t Supervisory and Management 


the city was geared tor — Development Program 


oncerted effort to prove. that 
= ‘ : \leetings were arranged between 
such an organizational structure 1 Pie 
gic: 5 : : staff members of the citv's depart- 
Pe 
tH , 1] ment of personnel and of the adult 
w@ Trormer mavoral-D1-cameral ‘ 1 
7 : education division of the schools 


\ great deal of thought and work 

on the part of many executives and 

real j lenartment 

zealous city personnel department supervisors developed the format 
} 

ram on the 


of what came to be known as the 


, 
more economical and ethcient thal 


Structure 


However despite ettrorts of 


in actual training 


executive level existed 


ind the executive tices 1c the form of reports and 


partment of personnel that never seemed. to 


Richmond City Service Supervisory 
ind Management Deve lopment 


Program 
oO ] Ey \ 
néles nn ~ ‘ : ground, Experts were r 
Recently many American com , | This is a long-range program and 
oa } Weavored i j consultants brought 
munities have endeavored to insti , 5 : involves the typical elements of a 
tute programs of training in public something of a jet assisted 


ement Many of these pro but most such efforts 


grams have been reported in such semi-fatal nose dives 


sound management development 


sequence. The units are tailored to 
the needs of municipal manage- 


hiications as 4 eas 
publicatic ns as the Journal of the ment, and geared to the various 


International City Managers’ Ass« A Job for the Schools levels of supervision hat become 


} } 


, , red 
During a casual conversation at involved, Basic areas include are 


a social gathering, an alert. staff l Supervisory Praining 
supervisol ot the public school's Practical Job Re lations Training 
adult education division jokingly Practical it b Instruction Train 
remarked that the citv fathers wer Ing 

so busy “looking for prophe ts trom Practical Job Methods Training 
a far country” that they were not Accident Prevention 

aware of the great resources in 2. Communication 

their own back vard. Tf adult edu Effective Letter Writing 
cation could satisfactorily serve the Public Speaking 

people of the community, why Report Writing 
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Administration 
Principles of Organizi 
Municipal Adn 


\lunic¢ ipal Fire 


{ rilike pre VIOUS ¢ 
vram did not die 


i vear ot operat on 


nit courses are 1! 


that the 


Starting at the Top 
Ea | I eCXperl 


iS the One had] 
the success of this pr 
the decision that. it 
were offered it shou 
very top. This w 
dition which the 
upon Its service 
department agreed 
that such a concep 
selling to agency h 
executive 

\ meeting 
othe ot thi 
works. Present wer 
ministrative officers 
city departments 
ceived the idea so « 
that they registered en 
the first units of the pr 


As a result. the open 
Wn personnel supe rvision 
such officials as the direct 
sonnel, director of publi 
chief of police fire chiet 
lector of citv taxes, d 
budget office, chief 
purchasing agent 
parks and recreation an 


commissione) 

The appreat h LIS¢ d \\ 
tial top-level group wa 
familiarization rather than training 
It was assumed that they would 
know from prior experience much 
of what was to be examined in the 


subsequent sessions. However, it 
was also pointed out that nothing 
is as contusing to employe es, or as 
frustrating to middle management 
and supervisory officers. as to b 
trving to carry out principles of 
operation that are not clearly un 
derstood and endorsed by those in 


authority over them 


Not only id these initial stu 
dents accept this idea, but they 
entered wholeheartedly into — the 

\ letter trom the = city 
to the superintendent of 


chools subsequently stated 
the group interest and en 


thusiasm was captivated in the pat 


tern ot participation and the prac 


tical nature of the discussions 
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Working hours, with sessions 


schedu | it weekly 
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Voluntary Participation 


Although parti Ip tion is vol 
tary, it is not u 
waiting list 
] | ] 
ourses Which are made 


Tht lon by eche lon trom 
administrative level down 
i} Lactina | oF 
ITVCUULCLITI, LD sSuperviston 


7 administrators and su 


ly completed 
b relations 
nave Con 
se in letter 
ilts that letters 


iVenicies h ive 
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tv and sin 


The instructor for the Better 
Letter Clinic is this phase otf the 


program is called 
| 


is frequently 
upon to serve as a consul 

to various citv agencies whi h 
ire now trving to revise entire sys 
All form 


letters in the department of air- 


tems of corre sponde nce 


pollution control have been revised 
Trathe engineering is presently en- 
gaged in such a revamping—and 
thi t ot police has become 
noted as an “advocate of the sim 


plified letter format.” 
To date 457 city staff members 
have been enrolled I one or more 


units of the program 


Kee ping 


apace with the actual training ses 
sions is the parallel effort. to pro 
duce training materials and aids 
and to select and train instructional 


staff tor the growing demands of 


the 


program 


Initially, instructors were selected 
trom the permanent supervisory 
staff of the division of adult edu 


| 


cation. Subsequently new mistruc 


tors were cle Ve loped within the city 


personnel department Special re 


source peopl in th community 
,) 


i , , 
were added Phe progran director 


ot a local radio station is en 
is a part-time mestructor of public 
spe iking. His cla 


leq | , ne j 
Gemand among cl 


Training Awareness 

Nor has the prog! 
with thie ictual train execu 
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tives and supervisor ! Whol 
} 
if 


opped 
st pped 


effect ot \ ul is that 
train 

iverness to 

cial emplove 

developing Already 


Pyping 


dl police Wore) 
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Worke 


metal fabrication 
chanics, drafting 
hneenrmg 

Richmond IS ple ica 
results of the efforts to develop su 
pervisors ind executives of the 
SeTVICES We believe that the 
tire program and methods of in 


leveloped i 
struction are being developed m 


kee ping with the best prin iple s ot 
1 adult ec 


emplovee training an 
cation 

Other communities may be 
foundering in a sea of obstructions 
that has them looking tor some 
kind of a lighthouse on a distant 
shore. We urge them to look about 
on their home shores. If they have 
an alert adult education service in 
thei public schools, they can de- 
velop a municipal program that 
will be the talk of the town 


Adult Leadership 
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ECONOMIC) MISCONCEPTIONS 


Wider dissemination of basic economic 


principles is a task for adult educators 


through 


transmittec 


unfamiliarity 


ind the Math 


be lie ved 


S1oOn 


production 
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No Overproduction 


1958S. the 


tiie k ot pur h ising 


mists cannot tell exactly what bring 


a recession but the 
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certain that there is 
. 

production as 


pe ople would 


tion il Services 


The 1957-5S recession it 
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very large number of peopl 


maintain that if the eCCOTL 


misintorma to recover from whatever 


funda- 


mental] principles of economics 


Nothing has et 
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Cession 
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| this anv 
1957 5S re- 


commonly 


NN 


prices must fall. A knowl 


Highly controversial subject tonight 


wel 


By WOODROW W. PATE 


CCOHnOMICS would Wha 
that wh itever else 
recession, a talling 
falling price le vel Ih 


» Title h 


Tew people knov 


Nneasurere 


Furthermore, a person should 
to be trained in economic 

that wher 
anvbody IS < 


tomorrow! The 
this ¢ ide on business 
productivity should be apparent 
During the 1957-5S recession the 
me sort of talk that marked the 
Twenties has agaln been heard 
the nation has reached. the point 
where there may be temporary de- 
creases in production and employ- 
ment, but major depressions need 
no longer be feared. The citizens 
of the United States had conside1 
able time during the Thirties to 
ponder on the “permanent plate au 
of the New Era’: it is to be hope | 
that the citizens of today will not 
have the same opportunity. 


The National Debt 


The American public swallows 
tremendous quantity of arrant non 
sense about the relation of govern- 
ment and economics. Most adults 
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Implications for Social and 
Cultural Progress 


Illiteracy is highly corre 


he greatest incid nce of poverty 
lisease malnutrition, infant and 


iternal deaths, and person il mal 


the popul tion, a t result t 
congestion nan t le 
ire mace por Cul } 
appreciate understand 1] 
to these demands t tt 
triction and tensi« 1h | by 
for a higher level I t t ) 
Was required th re 1] na 
slower MOVING soc lo 

This ipplies to the ternat 
scene aS we I] is the national \] 
most every incident. it ur davy-t 


dav existence has some relation t 


world affairs. The significance of 


the msues contronty vous tod 

the speed otf communicat 1 ire 

such that qui k decisions are cd 

The citize) I the loc 
] | 1 

community needs to be te to con 


sider the ISSTIES hye thes 


mance d 


economie social, ¢ milit \ ince 
pendently on their merit ind it 
the light of their interrelationships 

The best means he has tilabl 
in making sound judgments is the 


written word. It follows, theretor 
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that in a representatiy¢ torm ot 

government, where each individual 

is sovereign, it becomes Imperative 

that hie be suthe ienthy literate to 

exercise his sovereignty with intel 
| 


ligence and discretion 


Implications for Personal 


Growth 
As im 


Establishment of the 
Commission 


, , : ' 
to hina ut i to t proble 1 ot 


Literacy Committees Li Tie 
P of Rav Lyman Wil 
bur. then Secretary of the 

development 


f the WPA) literacy education 
program. Since that time, howeve1 
the nation has made no concerted 
ind sustained attack on adult illit 


Cl : Many tPZencies have been 
concerned. but efforts in veneral 
have been spol ic hie \rmed 
Forces literacy program was sig 


nificant. but it was limited and ot 


nature hose re 
sponsible for it conducted it as a 
but thev alwavs felt that 
it was a civilian responsibility 

Phe Office of Education tor vears 
has recognized this responsibility 
md, within the limits of its re 


ti emergency 


Hecessitry 


sources, has 
During the 1930's it lent stafl mem 
bers fol part time service mn le Vel 


the WPA edu itional pro 


opm 


The Commission’s Approach 


It was felt that the tim } | 
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to do something about literacy edu 
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tion It Lic iteadl thie eed of in 
] 1 
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ittack the problem in an objective 
manner. It is hope 1 that the Com 
HUSSIONS MCGepenae»nce und objec 
tivity. and the fact that it does not 
e the work of anv other 
gency, will help to enlist the co 
operation of all who are interested 
in the problem 

The eradication of adult illiter 
icv and. the 


currence is not a simple matter, as 


prevention ot its. re 


Adult Leadership 
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Various 
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oh collecting 
disseminating facts 

2. Calling attention, through its 
own public iuions and the mass 
media. to the effects of illiteracy 

on our nation 
} Enlisting thi support ot Fed 
eral officials, governors, mavors, 


school superinte ndents. business- 


men. labor ind officials 


of voluntary) organizations 


October, 1958 


) Preparing and distributing 


newsletters, leatets pamphlets ind 


Information on. lit 


msoring fact gathering and 


such subjects as good 
amis DOW 1 Op ration, motiva 
4 potential learners, instruc 
materials methods of te ach 
retention, organization of pro- 


ms, and continuity of interest 
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ot this article 

While membership on the Com- 
MWVSSION does not necessarily com 
mit the members organizations to 
thi progr ! ommission, 
then cooperatl mn 3 well as that 
of many other groups 


liste dl 


The Commission’s Hopes 


Spe cific: outcomes. The tollow- 
ing are a few outcomes which the 
Commission hopes to achieve: \ 
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significant reduction in illiteracy 


aece pTANnce ot adult lite racy ec 


tion as an integral part ot the 


lar school program 


the means toward ctf 
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of higher le 
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of teachers 
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concerned to institute all possibl 
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vovernments concerning 
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Commission plans 
close liaison with the 
Office of Education in the reason- 
abl hope that the Otfice will carry 
on the work when the Commission 
concludes its activities. The Office 
of Education has recently 

nized its obligations to 

groups, in all stages of develop- 
ment, bv establishing the Adult 
Education Section. One of the 
major concerns of this Section is 


tundamental and literacy educa- 


tion. This liaison relation will | 
facilitated by the Specialist 
Fundamental and Literacy Educ 
tion which the Office has just adds 
to its staff. It interprets literacy 
education in the same: wav as the 
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HOME DISCUSSION GROUPS 


In this grass roots approach 
to adult education, the focus 
is on people. By creating an 
ic ee ; By BERNARD KASHDAN 
informal Situation for discussion 
which puts members at ease, 


full participation ts achieved 


( ), Rk Home Discussion Group hands welding or. inspectin 1. What Should Be t K { 
meetings have been a mental toni There is an undertaker whose wit Women in Our Societs 


to us is now chairman of their group 2 What Are the Ingredients of 


from the be inning machine tool company executis » What W i Do It I 


‘Before | got into a home dis together with their wives. travel 45 Broke Ont 


l We it 
On anvthing bi t ! bi Hess The nonthls meeting is not in their \ r H t B 1 1} I 
group has really broadened my section of town. They have been Nh nized 
outlook and retreshe | mH mind It) doing this for almost thre Vea4rs \l 1 last ne tt nas] ~ level |) 
stead of allowing it to go stale At first they were warv of each mong members Licht kane 
Who was talking here? Pe other's opinions Now thev lear ( h other betor ( hardhy 
ple at th grass 1 ts. those we back ifter having their sav na better wav to get to ki v others 
are all trving to reach. People who isk “And what have vou got t nad express self naturally 
we sav need to be reached so that sav about that? than I L small nformal gt up 
our democratic. tree wav of. life vhich meets regularly. While most 
functions as it was designed to d Focus on People of the 1S groups are compose d ot 
Speaking were members ot the \ coul les th single \ nie idult 
Home Discussion Groups in Cin While an education program usu- groups have developed some en 
cinnati, host citv to this November's ly focuses primarily on the edu May ny relati nships. People get 
AEA Conference cational subject, the Home Discus- 4, ;now each other better through 
High brows « in bi found i! 2 vs ies Groups rocus prin Om th spel ruts | elt-e PFCSS chin u t 
the groups middle brows ire q te Pe There prea skill | device for perl | ree tings than thire ugh 
prevalent. Those whose brows ar is the members around ‘] per ae a diel wih 
down to ¢ irth teat h rare gems to e mocraticalls os the subject et th 
their fellow members. There ar Un ‘ae p! yea rs mind ; Phi 
ee ae wee members choose their own subjects 
members who work with thei ce hecas ieacadiie mae Aa People Can Be Reached 
a can any planner learn the level ot While edueation is so often and 
BERNARD KASHDAN Ji t his clientele’s interest and ability so nobly cited as the answer to the 
tice in the Home Discu Garon inv better than by letting the mem threat of world catastre pie to ma 
. ee wiscaimey Me bers declare their own interests? terialism, and to” self-interest in 
>in ge see ‘his “a : = és ; ; ith While the result IS not alwavs tS public lite significant progress Ith 
discussion or uj} His interest in adult highly finished as the product of ~ thlic affairs education iss Idom 
education developed through his work the educational plannes it is usu cited ¢ xcept for briet spurts of sic 
with the National Institut f 900 al lly more acceptable cess. Let's underscore what we all 
rage Ws er ra ‘ ” Baier Some very excellent topics and really know—education and organ 
\fairs wording come trom these bloom ized thinking are just not popular 
Ing grass roots. Some example S in our country. Our task is not to 
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continually butt our heads against 
this stone wall of resistance or to 
expect people to climb to our image 
of their future achievement 

People can be sold comfort and 
Thev resist 

Thinking 
about untamiliar subjects is real 
effort Adults once out of school 
just wont do the hard thing, or 
the hard think 

But adults universally do like to 
talk to discuss 


} : ; 
world. They will talk incessantly 


the easv way of living 


being urged to effort 


to reshape the 


it work, on the bus, and 
in the living Much of this 
talk We educators bemoan IS loose 


talk unchallenged assertion 


ler Counter-assertion without 


Ina Dar 


TOOT 


evel 


loue 


h airing of preju- 


dice. Try to organize discussion on 

sound, meaningful basis, and vour 
gigantic body of talkers almost 
comple te ly Vall s} Cs Nlost pe ople 
want to sound. off spontaneously 


they dont want to be organized 


How to get rid of self-conscious 
ness and the being educated la- 
bel? Create 
uations where peopl feel at home 
Most « | ] 


vervone likes to talk. so “let 
em talk” rather than put barriers 


4 
M 


natural, informal sit 


formality and intellectual level 
in their path 

4 small amount of structure in 
the Home Discussion Groups  in- 
lespread par- 


Phere iS a scheduled 


top and discussion le adet The 
I 

topi has been chosen bv the group 
it its previous meeting, so that 


| 
there is the price of possession— 


this is ours 
that the topi IS one 
interested WW 


knowledge 
that we are 
How many million times each 
week do people go to meetings 
fulfillment, they 
there? 
going to wake up 
people the 


ind if wish were 
would be anywhere but 
When are Wwe 
and give chance to 
what they will hear and 


It's just greatly possible 


choose 

discuss? 
that people will then have a better 
appetite for education because. it 
suits their taste, needs, and ability 
to stav with it. No one of us skilled 
educators can tell what is mean 
ingful and desirable to George and 
better 
themselves But we do have to 


Lorraine than those two 


trigger their thinking with a few 


October, 1958 


PPre rar as 


fits ys 


The Netherland Hilton Hotel, Cincinnati 
where AEA’s annual f 
held, Nov. 7-10 


, 
good choices just as a good dis 


cussion leader does in stimulating 
his group members t 

It is not every man's lot in life 
to be an intellectual or to work 
with ideas. There have to be mer 
who deliver the 


furniture we have chosen to enrich 


oul hi Hes There have to be 
Wotren who sell us hot dogs and 
orange drinks at the corner stand 
The world needs men who orind 
out airplane parts and men wh 
repal oul shoes 

While most people do not we rk 


with ideas, we who work with this 
Amer- 
ican needs to take more time to 


ler his environment and _ the 


program believe the average 


COTISK 


events that Shape his life more 


time to consider his place in that 
environment and in. thos« 
Not in a lecture hall or in 


corner, but in active 


lonely 
intercourse 
with his fellows 

We view the home discussion as 
a vital part of 
Equally important, we know from 
experience, that it is great enter- 
tainment 


adult education 


Self-Government 


Self-government is a central fea- 
ture of the Home Discussion pro- 
Not only do the 


choose their own topics but they 


gram members 
take care of most of the other group 
George and 
Lorraine and the other 10 or 12 
all take their turn as discussion 


functions themselves 


leader Hosting 


ship, and other functions also ro- 


group chairman- 


tate. Each group can truly be said 
to belong to its members 

Plans for the entire program were 
through a Delegate Council 
with re presentatives from each 
The Adult Education Coun- 
cil serves in special Tunctions as 
initiator of the program 
and staff and office for the pro: 

{ 


This experience in sel 


made 
group 


recruite! 


ment is a rare one tor most peopl 
| 

in our societv and can make 

able contribution in the form of 


interested, participating citizens 
I 


with experience in deliberative 
thinking and good gro ip tunction- 
ing. It might be difficult for Wash- 
ington other 


founders of our re¢ public ind demo- 


Jefferson and the 


cratic wav of life to imagine a de- 


mocracy as We have it. 


tew informed and participating citi- 


zens. If our country i 


’ 
strong and mak 

’ ) 
ad sf und i 1d 


to remain 


safe worl 


I 
’ 
itely need to deve 


participating citizens in large num- 
bers. Only then can the 
interest be served well—the gen- 


eral interest in all of us for peace 


Human Needs Served 


There are SOT human needs 
universally felt by all of us. If the 
Home Discussion Program can hel 
ust a few peopl to a greate! share 
of these things. then there is a 
need for such program i every 
communits 


7 he \ 
Many pe O- 


People want partic ipation 
don't get it anvwhere. 


] 
| 


e are lonely in ow 


onely in the sense of being cut 


| society o1 


off from all but their usual inner 
group There is, therefore. an im- 
portant need for personal communi- 
cation between people 

\ person too often fails to re- 
ceive the beneficial stimulation of 
new ideas and acquaintance with 
different kinds of people. There is 
a need for friendly, informal groups 
where people are accepted freely 
There is a need for a greater op- 
portunity for self-expression. There 
is a need for relief from the rou- 
tine of professional and household 


C hores 


There is so much that people are 
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to do today, that the 


, 
vera pe rson needs a place where 


] 
no wre 
in urged 


can think for himself—a p! ice 
himselt Call decicle what 
| his time and mind And 
Americans to 


1 the 


} 
here tie 


here IS t 
be informed and to understan 
hasic issues ot lite 
munity, national, and world issues 

Does Home Discussion fill the 
need? Informal group 


CGUISCUSSION 


is one of the most productive wavs 
I 


Here re sevel l « wnts trom 
i questio rare sent t ( bers 
t the roups 

i. “Ll get the opportunity to know 

ii 


h. “The Home D (; 1) 
vets peopl thinking ib t thir _ 
other than their davy-t lav exist 


thusiasm and a verv | , nit 
in the groups. Shy l, , 
tained rather than u 
awav in these groups. TI ’ t 
forced to speak It] : tl 


is left open to them. Continued 
ittendance it 


Tie ting 


realize that the V are quite cap bye 
ot participating Ss ral quiet 
members who have iid nothing 
for six to eight meetings, finally 
take a turn at discussion leading 
Six to nine months after enterin 
their groups, two su h quiet mem 


bers were elected chairmen of their 
groups rhe living room size of 


the group plus informal procedure 
i 
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not only makes the shy person teel 
at home, but it makes it difficult, 
itter a 


members to hog the show 


tew meetings, for some 
From 
vour own experience, think of how 
much easier it is for a few people 
where 


Ti ak up 


to control a larg group 


most members hesitate to S] 
What about the programs 

growth? In a= similar 

Des Moines, the first 

1 in 1943, and is still meet 


ing with some of its original 


venture Ith 


group WalS 


Thien 


bers Into a commu 
be iil 


Today there are 
monthly in Des 


Expansion 
nity discussion 
L947 


ups mer ting 


program 


there in 


)D Cd Tcl ire 
i 

Wel total t 165 LU 1) ti S 
| + 

+ } ‘ +] 
eting just every othe! 

} 1 | 1 } 
Lay Th re \\ S It alers!| ) 


Spark Plug Essential 


\ basic feature of this. and prob 
ibly any program, is 
ho remains with the 


DD S \loine S the 


] ] Md 
individual John lam who organ 


p in 1943) and 
serve the program in 
In Cincinnati the spark 
the Adult) Educ Council 
! 


Corie rt whose main goals has UWays 
been the 


vho 


zed the first grou 
tinuies to 


KC roles 


ithon 


pre motion of Community 
Councils Commu 

Committe has 
found the Home Discussion Groups 
to be the effective of the 


dis usSsSIOnN The 


nity Discussion 


most 


methods it has tried When the 
spark plug leaves the program and 
Is not replaced in enthusiasm, devo 
and the 


tion of ideas, even strong programs 


tion continuing contribu 
gradually weaken and atrophy Whi 
author has seen this h ippen a num 
ber of times 

Why should we promote thi 
tivitv? The Cincinnati Adult 
cation Council teels that as a1 
of the 


LOW) group meetings already 


held in three nd one-half vears 
re } opli 
I. Exercised individual thinking 


1 


outlocr K 


) | } 
= kin ved i bre tdiened 


vhatever thi Vv Wish. ¢ ! 


195S. In 1959 an 


du il in | 


vcept tor Tew 
i 


" ~ 


Wal tunes of So per May 


SS per couple will be expected ot 
Lil Thiet nbers Phe vap W \ have 
to he cle sed it such prog wis are 
to survive and thrive. In the mean 
time. financial support will have 
to be found to enable the seed to 
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ROLES IN ADULT EDUCATION 
Where Did You Go? What Did You Do? Why? Then How? 


Vore comments on questions posed by John Walker Powell 


BY HOMER L. GAMMILL and STANLEY L. ROBINSON 
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or to study cultural and intellectual 
factors which are of concern to 


adults. If such efforts are persis- 
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tent and successful, the educator is 
making another valuable contribu- 
tion to societv. But. it seems to us 
this contribution should not be jus- 
tified, nor allowed to be under- 
stood, as a direct outcome of the 
subject matter he presents 
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an advocate of calm, objective anal- 
ysis; another as a moderator for con 
sideration of alternative value systems; 
and another as an advocate of a par- 
ticular value system which he per- 
sonally finds desirable. 
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clear thinking; thinking that in 
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should not be allowed to masquet 
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t+. A trank statement of personal 


bias prejudice and personal 
, 
commitment to some particular set 
Of Values 
! } } 
The whe le point to a search fol 


philosophy is to answer the ques 
tion. Whv? This justihes the con- 
sideration of the possibility ot a 
common social philosophy for adult 
educators, but it also dictates the 
necessity of a broad and general 
statement. Once this general trame- 
work has been rece Uriize d. we may 
ask the question, How? This estab 
lishes the need for subdivisions ot 
the general statement. allows tor 
S¢ veral kinds ot personal philos 
ophy and identifies several major 
roles to be handled, not simulta 
neously. but interchangeably. Per- 
haps we will not find a satistactory 
common philosophy but we should 
be able to find a framework within 
which our roles can be bette 
identified 


Adult Leadership 
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MICHIGAN’S ADULT EDUCATORS SPEAK UP 


Reporting a survey of opinions 


regarding purposes, programs, 


organization and finances of 


adult education in one. state 


\\ HAT do adult i ducators Ink Nic h 


ivan think about adult education? 
What do they want their Associa 
lo? What course do they 

uild be steered in the 

questions the 
ot the Adult 
Association of Mich 


] 7 ; 
fall meeting im 


uswers that would 
board decided to 
puiry The state 
districts \ 

} 


ichi Was 


wenda that would 


e interest, thought, and ex 

Mi Dates were set 
blicitv was mailed from the state 
mented by letters 
news articles and other media from 
within the district 


but al re designed to 


UTE ral 


office and supple 
Programs were 


promote and permit tree expression 
regarding future policies and direc- 
lO! \leetings 
held in Marquette Gravling, Bay 
Citv, Detroit, Lansing and Kala- 


mazoo, were attended by 265 pel 


) 
tion of adult education 


SONS 


Data from these six district con- 


ferences Was gathered and sum- 
marized as discussion content tor 


the annual meeting of the Associa- 


other special } 4 
year. Mr. McLanaha 


youth activities of 


Methodist ( hurch 


October, 1958 


tion Those 
conterence ha 

ol time SO) that when 
rived thev wer prepares 
CUSS it is 

make decisions 


tions based « 


Conference Findings 


Findings 


denhnition 
ClO Wohiat 
jectives? 
tye 
than On whi 
to find a 

arity and set “our wav o 
apart from other educational wavs 
ot life lk the community, 

Should this activits 
continuing education 
cation or be referred to 
activities? Whatever it 
terminology she uld be ke 
and direct 

One group felt that it was 
for a basic document on adult 
cation, complete with rati male ton 


existence Perhaps a widely repre 


sentative group should help write 
such a position paper 

It was suggested that 
dent's Report on “Edu 
vond the High School” bi used as 
a starting point. and ¢ 
which to rally in finding a com 
mon goal and a COMMON ¢ mphasis 
used te 
develop a “climate of curiosity” far 
bevond anything vet undertaken 


Strongly underlving this teeling 


around 


] 


Mass media might well be 


By C. J. McLANAHAN 


the need to define clarity 


a conviction that there must 
be a study on a state-wide basis 
to provide more information about 
idult education than is now known 
Until such information is available 
Many obse rvations and subseque rit 
conclusions will be based at best 


, 
id calculated hur 


unlversit 
and adult education, must be cl 
} 


dentified, it 


laps the 


i 


should ap 
pomt a lal mission to 
undertake a study, perhaps 
it should be initiated by the legis- 
lature or bv an independent body 
by a combination of these. Some 
universities with thei 
staff would be abl 
materially in this kind of 
nvestigation 
Concern was show n every 
side: “How do we arouse interest: 
overcome apathy? Some proposed 
that special efforts be made at the 
)] oe level to lucate under- 
ovraduates about adult education, 
both to take lead rship in he Iping 
develop it : 1 community level 
participate In it 
ntinuing their lite- 
g need for ducation Each 
organization must consider this an 
make a 


conscious effort to reach the wm 


individual problem and 


re ached 


Too many pedantic academic 


school people shape. the appeal ot 
} . a 
adult education. it was felt. There 
IS 1ee d tor a more glamorous pack 
age. Yet on the other hand em 
phasis toward sensationalism must 
Efforts to 


be avoided demon 
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eee 


the total broad 
adult 


fer in personal growth and. ce 


education has to 


I 
elopment should be continued, no 
natter the kind of course in which 
it mav_ be wrapped 
Program Content 

2. Program—As program content 
is re-examined and. direction of 
idult education is determined 
there should be an involvement ot 
the lay Consume! the rotessional 
dult educator. the public school 
idult educator, the school superin 
tendent and sucl other te iders iid 
organizations is help sh pe the lite 
lirection of a Communit ( nl s 
a lared Nee Is Cali he st b I 
lvzed together, and offerings d 
termined by tetal look. It was 
conceded that planning cannot be 
llowed to go by default to either 
t! participant. the adult educa 
t) 1 ke ley if tt Ne vho prt 
up th It must be done 
I 
bv i bi Woy S t ot the j 
munit Prog el ld he ‘bal 
iunced. rather ¢ } sbord in 
type wit} ‘ et th ohit 
given to tl | f hiect f 
T¢ red 

The cr S¢ t} t fol i ] 
Non-Cre lit ( l t bh kK 
bone of adult « t 
be devel 1y¢ | \ t} it 
they of b ( { t tte) 
to reach t] total ilit } 
the individual ed. Flanking 
the Se COLITSES 1 e tl 
still more if t t . 
clubs ind (T] . (); t] t} ! 
side are the 1 ir tormal ¢ ! 
such as offered | the iri 
tension service The pl ‘ t } 


should bi retully ¢ nie 


Real Life Problems 


Many sugvest ere ollere 
concerning progran content In 


general ore eCmphasis ou 
¢o toward terreting out real lite 
problems Perhaps criteria should 
be set up tor measuring, and such 
yu stions as Does it lmpart in 
Does it present 


ciples? Does it motivate to action? 


formation? prin 


Does it develop leader hip? should 
be asked Iti 


eval ating 
content. 


The 


program 


adult educator must 


114 


| 


sider the needs of the times, and 


serve the needs of the Community 
He must go to the people. go where 
show the relevance 
to thei 


their needs and their problems it 


thev are and 
of what he is doing lives 
was asserted. Is he communicat 
ing at thei pomt of interest’ Cur 
riculum must from 
the pe 


there is also a 


COTIM It 


part 


suggested. but 


Was 
re sponsibility to 


, 
no problem 


go IS | 

We eed t ce velop concern for 
beco better citizens. who will 
take th ictive part im thi better 
vent of the Community 


| 1 
edu itor sh uld not forget that his 
hy x, ft st late to col stantlhs 
j t} hit t ] \ 
St S S oF peoptk toware 
} 1 } 
more Avnamic role 1 the com 
munity. He ust be w o ft 
experim nt with new courses ti 
fs 
Stich | S 1 CR out tO! change ( 
] ] j ] 
sider bu round the develo 
] ] ] 
mental ecds of ults. it Was ry 
} } | aw 
ested rou 1 the psvcl 
} " } , 
ind chronolo il factors invol 
Cisill = curricula the Guilinndt b 
— | ) 
wie staces for adults? Should a 
1 1! } 
| \ssociatir light w ar 
t tatior rT inl heyy 
i | u 
' } | 
those cw tH Init education t 
, 
1iS\W r such \ stion swt t ‘ 
} | 
GTOU] re ! ed \ it does th 
= s 
} , 
idult educator need to know and 
I} \ to Ki é t ray reanity 
nad state res ! t vas res 


out. they mist be easuredd and 
eval ted: how valuab is what 
S he ! lore 


». Organization Phere Was 

bhitl itv on the neec tor co 

Ol tion thi kind that would 

] ; 

pre t cduplic ition oO erlappi Uv 
I 

ind waste of resources: the kind 


vould pull idult) educators 
more losely together into hard 
hitting, well-organized movement 
Each district went on record in 
favor. ot proposals that aa etings 
of the kind 
should be held at | 
One district said thre 


not be too otten 


being eCXperrenced 


ist once a Vvear 


times would 


It Was conceded that idult edu 


often 
often work alone. sti nine on dit 


cators are badlq organized 
ferent directions and hauling away 
at the and the 
Sanit that 
state 
program with established priorities 


individual 
por ketbook It ws 


a Dhue print was drawn tor a 


SATDM 


tin 


of first moves and major emphase S 


efforts would 


( ooperative open 
tip ch 
t 


mannels of publicity and mor 
; 


effective use o il] mass media 


Programs might well be ce 


Ol Si t 


} 
C0 minity or school district 
A Clearing House 
1 } , 
The rea to i cle ring Thaouase 
1} 
service that would wake it .) ssible 
I 
for each ich t gc] cator§ te ky uA 
what the ther is don so. that 
the large oht } lpn the smaller 
t 
was emmbosined, Sack a cleasins 
house would offe unsel ind 
testin Ser E® 1 | thy, hy | 
rv councils te ! ore bal 
need programs ¢ linated witl 
ther educational institutions in the 
( ! { t Ni re ( if \ Ic 
] ) ’ } 
I ! recruity ug wore cyualite | 
snk thers ul lin tr ine bot} 
, | rol olunta lt leaders 
i l ita i 
O)thes ctivities that ld hb 
ndertaken b eal } ry ' 
Preval publ chin ewsletter + 
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kee] 1)¢ rye TO} cl ‘ ! i 
i I i > 
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ting thie he Ip t ( ke Ces ale 
lil ersities t chit t ! core erTe¢ 
Ive OF iniatior ot dult edu i 
} 1 
t Lie ithonships vith junior and 
, 1 
Ct minty colleges should be 1 
cm J re col ich ration t was cle 
] } 1 
clared Local school boards and 


werintendents should be involved 
th \ feel al 
total educa 


in such a wav. that 
ilitv for th 

tion of the Communit 
that which take 
lic schools 


erate in training programs tor 


place in the pub 
Universities might co 


school boards 

Part of the 
was asserted. is to set up machin 
teach 


process thes 


organization job. it 


ery that will provide better 
In th 
would become more 
This is a must for all 


} 
ers of adults 


aware of how 


idults learn 


Adult Leadership 
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Needed: Another Crash Program 


Continued from page 107 


Commission does: As a tool for 
providing those rudiments of com- 
munication that man needs in his 
simple day-to-day functions. By 
working together and cooperating 
with all other interested agencies 
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arouse popular enthusiasm for th 
concept of literacy as 
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National and international rhe 
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BOUND FOR YOUR LIBRARY 
A COMPLETE YEAR OF 
ADULT LEADERSHIP 
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For Another volume comprising 10 issues of ADULT LEADERSHIP now 
Convenient completed and ready for distribution. You can preserve every 
Reference a a 


ADULT LEADERSHIP 
BOUND VOLUME NO. 6 $7.50 Each 


Every issue from May 1957 through April, 1958 i cluded in t turdy v ne. b d in handsome 
leatherette bookcloth, with ADULT LEADERSHIP imprinted in gold on the co 1 backbone. An alu 
able handbook of leadership training ideas and information for your library or bookshelf 


ADULT LEADERSHIP 
FLEX-O LEATHERETTE BINDERS $2.00 Each 


A handsome flexible binder for perme t filing of your o back cor t ADULT LEADERSHIP. Come 
with 10 wire strands making it easy to insert or lift out indivic copie thout dc ging them. Mid 
night blue leatherette, with riveted backbone. ADULT LEADERSHIP stamped in gold on the cover and back- 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Volumes No. 2, 3, and 5 also available. 
Single Volume $7.50 EACH 
Any Two Volumes $6.00 EACH 
Any Three Volumes $5.00 EACH 


(There are no copies of Vols. 1 and 4; both are out of print.) 


ORDER FORM Please Print 
Name 
Street 


City Zone State 
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